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Agradezco el apoyo de la Junta en la colaboración con la Secretaría para resolver

lo que considero una cuestión muy importante relacionada con la integridad del

régimen de no proliferación. Hay un tema común que se extiende a través de las

intervenciones de hoy, a saber, que esta grave cuestión tiene que ser llevada a

una conclusión lo antes posible. En este tema todos estamos de acuerdo,

incluidos, estoy seguro, nuestros colegas iraníes.
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Tenemos que tratar de alcanzar una solución pacífica a través de la verificación,

trabajando dentro de los límites del mandato del Organismo de agotar todos los

medios a nuestra disposición antes de considerar otras alternativas. El TNP

encomendó a la Agencia que fuera el brazo de verificación de ese tratado, y

debemos asegurarnos de que ese brazo de verificación funcione eficazmente.

El mandato de la Secretaría tiene carácter técnico: verificar, determinar los

hechos y compartir esos hechos con la Junta. Pretendemos, como siempre,

mantener las cuestiones técnicas y evitar cualquier color politica. Somos, en este

punto como en todas las demás cuestiones, políticamente "ciegos", porque la

evaluación política no es el papel de la Secretaría.

Sabemos por experiencia que el proceso de inspección lleva tiempo y

necesitamos utilizar todos los medios y recursos disponibles antes de concluir

que no podemos verificar un compromiso en particular. Todavía no estamos en

esa situación porque todavía hay trabajo por delante, como usted ha visto en

nuestro informe. Si la Secretaría está adoptando un enfoque conservador es

porque creemos que es muy importante no sacar conclusiones que no están

plenamente respaldadas por los hechos.

Sin embargo, somos muy conscientes de que estamos tratando una cuestión que

se refiere a una capacidad,a saber, el enriquecimiento, para producir material

utilizable para armas. Y todavía tenemos una serie de problemas sin resolver.

Uno es el hecho de que hemos visto diferentes niveles de enriquecimiento,

diferentes isótopos, y eso plantea la cuestión de dónde se ha producido este

enriquecimiento. Irán sostiene que es el resultado de la contaminación. Tenemos

que aclararlo lo antes posible. Eso significa que necesitaremos el apoyo necesario

no sólo de Irán, sino también de todos los países que puedan haber prestado

asistencia a Irán. Además, sin duda tendremos que identificar el origen de

cualquier equipo involucrado.

Another important issue relevant to enrichment is the question of the testing of

centrifuges. Our experts tell us that testing with nuclear material must have taken

place for Iran to reach the stage that it has. We need now to reconcile the opinion

of our experts with the explanation provided by Iran.
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There are various scenarios we need to examine: one is contamination of the

equipment, another is importation of enriched uranium, a third is enrichment

inside Iran and a fourth is some combination of the above.

There are other issues of course, concerning laser activities, the heavy water

programme, conversion work and the production of uranium metal. These are not

perhaps as disquieting as the centrifuge enrichment programme, but we still

need to clarify them.

The whole matter is complicated by questions of legal rights and transparency.

There are certain things that Iran might have had no legal obligation to declare,

for example facilities that were under construction or imports of equipment.

However, what I have emphasized to the Iranian authorities is that legal rights

apart, we will not be able to resolve the various issues without full transparency

and proactive co-operation.

This is because, firstly, the programme has been very wide ranging and, secondly,

because it goes back as far as the mid-1980s, so that we need to reconstruct the

history of an extensive twenty-year programme. For us to do that it is obviously

not sufficient to rely just on the rights granted in the safeguards agreement. The

Iranian side has understood that point and has provided us with access to certain

sites and the possibility of taking environmental samples.

What lies ahead? We need full transparency and proactive co-operation by Iran.

The pattern of response observed so far will not enable us to resolve the issues in

a reasonable timeframe. Iran should not wait for us to ask questions and then

respond; it should come forward with a complete and immediate declaration of

all its nuclear activities. That would be the best way to resolve the issues within

the next few weeks.

We also need the full and active co-operation of all countries that may have

assisted the Iranian programme. Without that, it will be very difficult to verify the

Iranian statements, particularly with regard to contamination. We are not directly

concerned with the export control regime but we do need the information in
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order to be able to fulfil our responsibilities. As in the case of Iraq, we will treat

any information we receive with absolute confidentiality, but we need it

nonetheless.

I want to be very clear: if we do not obtain the necessary information and if we do

not get immediate and full co-operation by Iran, we will not be able to verify the

Iranian programme. And that is in itself a conclusion — that we are unable to

verify. But it is not a positive conclusion because it casts doubt on the whole

system. There is obviously a moral responsibility, if not a legal responsibility, on

those who may have participated in assisting Iran to come forward with

information, and there is obviously an obligation on the part of Iran to give us all

the necessary information, including the origin of imported equipment and

components.

I would obviously like to come to a conclusion by the next meeting of the Board.

The international community has every right to expect that we reach closure on

such an important and sensitive non-proliferation issue within a year of the time

we started our work. So I look forward to Iran continuing to accelerate its co-

operation. We have seen increased co-operation since June but it should now

become proactive, and translated into a policy of full transparency.

We will seek to clarify all issues by the end of November. I hope that we will not

be in the position at that time to have to say that we were unable to complete our

verification work. Throughout the years we have seen cases of failure to comply

with the provisions of safeguards agreements. These failures range from the

“cardinal sin” of diverting weapons usable material to just a single failure to report

certain material or equipment. Obviously the level of concern and the response

are questions of judgement. At this stage, we need to understand all aspects of

the Iranian programme and make sure that everything has been declared. I would

like, by the end of the year, to be able to state that: “Yes, we believe we have seen

every aspect of the Iranian programme; it is now fully declared and under

safeguards”.
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Our reports in June and in August reflect, in terms of both substance and format,

the collective work of the Secretariat. As many of you rightly said, we have been

entrusted with a mandate. We will continue to drive the process forward in an

impartial, transparent and comprehensive manner. But we need the support of

Iran, we need the support of other States and obviously we need the support of

the Board. The discussion today has been very helpful in sending a clear message.

I have not heard a single voice of dissent or lack of acknowledgement that we are

dealing with a very serious issue which we need to bring to closure as soon as

possible.
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